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Captain Jimmy Ruhle
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SCIENCE BASED
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On deck, June 6, 2022



Agenda

1:00pm Welcome, Introductions, Agenda Review

1:10pm Fish FORWRD webtool – Mike Pol, ROSA

1:30pm* Regional Monitoring Plan Discussion - Mike Pol, ROSA

2:00pm* Offshore Wind Fisheries Monitoring Plan Development, 

Implementation, & Evolution Sessions - Reneé Reilly, ROSA

2:30pm Overview/input on ROSA Strategic Plan - Reneé Reilly, ROSA 

3:00pm Action Items and Next Steps

3:15pm Adjourn
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Fish FORWRD 
webtool



Fish and Fisheries Offshore Wind Research Database (Fish 
FORWRD)

• Identifies research gaps on effects of 
OSW on fish and fisheries by bringing 
together regional research priorities 
and regional research projects

• Supports development of research 
priorities for ROSA’s upcoming role as 
research funding organization

• Developed as a spreadsheet and is now 
evolving into a webtool for easier and 
broader use

• We’re asking for feedback on designs

QR CODE for Fish FORWRD spreadsheet







• How do you see yourself using the Fish 
FORWRD webtool?

• What should be the first thing people see 
(i.e., on the dashboard)?

• What pre-loaded figures/tables/graphs 
would you like to see?

• Would you DIY a pivot table?

• Does the interface seem navigable?

• Any other features or tools you might 
want?

Discussion Questions
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Regional 
Monitoring Plan 
Discussion



Offshore Wind, Fish and Fisheries | 153rd American Fisheries Society Annual Meeting | August 20-24, 2023 | Grand Rapids

Mike Pol, PhD
Research Director, ROSA

M: (508) 927-2817
Mike@rosascience.org
https://www.rosascience.org/

Regional Cross-Project Resource 
Monitoring for Offshore Wind 

https://www.rosascience.org/


Regional Impacts

• Need to assess regional impacts 
from OSW on fisheries

• Methodology for regional 
assessment is unclear

• Better rigor if regional 
coordination across leases and 
construction and operation plans

• Sampling plans focus on high 
value species, but assessment of 
others is needed



Problems in Status Quo

• High frequencies of extractive 
sampling 

• Increased mortality and risk to 
protected species

• Difficulty in permitting

• Tension between monitoring and 
protecting marine resources

• Only one year pre-construction 
required, so baselines may not 
be established



Regional Monitoring Approaches and Considerations

• Regional monitoring approach can 
resolve many of these issues 

• Combine lease areas into one regional 
study area

• Issue an RFP for monitoring studies of 
the regional study area 

• Collaborate with BOEM, NMFS and 
developers to fulfill the requirements for 
fisheries monitoring studies and meet 
permitting requirements 

• Find ways to structure surveys and 
include data collection to help mitigate 
impact to NMFS surveys

• Interest among stakeholders, developers 
and agencies to work towards regional 
approach



Feedback from Attendees

• Fine-scale lease monitoring will be 
needed no matter what else 
happens

• Two tiers of monitoring may be 
needed to address both regional 
and project-specific impacts

• Developer interest in efficiencies

• Scientific interest in cumulative 
impacts

• Regulatory interest in streamlining 
process



Discussion Questions

• How different are the research 
questions at the lease and 
regional levels?

• What methods or questions can 
best be addressed with a 
regional approach?

• Is ROSA the right organization 
to lead this effort? If so, what 
priority should we give it?



Offshore Wind 
Fisheries 
Monitoring Plan 
Development, 
Implementation, & 
Evolution Sessions 



Coordination Sessions: Purpose & Intent
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GOALS:

1. Offer a forum for each sector to collaborate

2. Gather information & document outstanding 
concerns/questions

3. Identify potential solutions

ROSA seeks to provide a neutral space for these 
discussions, in part to characterize challenges and 
solutions, and to understand through what role the 
organization will best serve the community. 

ROSA will distill the outcomes of these sessions into a 
report that will be used to update the Offshore Wind 
(OSW) Project Monitoring Framework & Guidelines



Overview/input 
on ROSA 
Strategic Plan



ROSA Strategic Planning

ROSA Strategic Plan Elements

• Vision

• Mission

• 5-year Roadmap
• 3 Key Goals

• Organizational Risk Factors

• Key Performance Indicators



ROSA Strategic Plan: 3 Key Goals
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1. Coordinate OSW Fisheries 

Research & Monitoring

1. Update & maintain ROSA OSW 

Project Monitoring Framework & 

Guidelines

1. Assess Regional/Cumulative 

Impacts



ROSA Strategic Plan: 3 Key Goals
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1. Coordinate OSW Fisheries Research & 

Monitoring

Provide fora & databases for coordination 

within & across sectors

1. Update & maintain ROSA OSW Project 

Monitoring Framework & Guidelines

Create alignment in tools, methods, data 

sharing & analysis

3. Regional/Cumulative Impacts Assessment

Facilitate development of a Regional Monitoring 

Plan for Fish & Fisheries

Build upon existing plans, create synergies & 

efficiencies



Goal #1) Coordinate OSW Fisheries Research & Monitoring: 
Fish FORWRD Database & Webtool

Fish FORWRD database serves two functions:

1. Synthesizes existing research priorities

2. Compiles research being undertaken by 

programs along the East Coast

• Highlights gaps in research that can inform 

future research prioritization.

• New user-friendly webtool currently in 

development

• Looking to secure funding for regular updates 

to the database



Goal #1) Coordinate OSW Fisheries Research & Monitoring: 
Coordination Sessions 

OSW Fisheries Monitoring Plan Development, 

Implementation, & Evolution Sessions will serve 

3 functions:

• Document concerns/challenges, identify 

solutions 

• Summary report to inform updates to ROSA 

Framework & Guidelines 

• Increase coordination & support 

regional/cumulative impacts assessments
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Goal #2) Update & maintain ROSA OSW Project 
Monitoring Framework & Guidelines 

Updating and maintaining the OSW Project 

Monitoring Framework & Guidelines will 

serve several purposes:

• Create alignment in experimental 

designs, tools & methods, data sharing, 

analysis, & governance

• Outcomes from the “Coordination 

Sessions” will be used for these updates, 

thereby implementing solutions that are 

co-created across sectors
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Goal #3) Regional/cumulative impacts assessment

Regional coordination improves:
• Scientific rigor
• Efficiency
• Effectiveness

cumulative impacts assessment will improve

• Regional 

•Regional monitoring approach (combining 
lease areas into one regional study area) 
can resolve many project-specific 
monitoring plan issues 



Advisory Council Guidance
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1. Are these 3 Key Goals appropriate?

1. How can ROSA balance serving the 

community with achieving these goals?

1. As OSW development expands 

geographically, what model makes the 

most sense for ROSA?



Action Items and 
Next Steps



Regional Items of Interest

• RWSC Science Plan review (comments due 
9/30/23; available at rwsc.org/science-plan/)

• Responsible Practices for Regional Wildlife 
Monitoring and Research in Relation to Offshore 
Wind Development Published; available at 
nyetwg.com/regional-synthesis-workgroup

• Advisory Council additional updates?

https://rwsc.org/science-plan/
https://www.nyetwg.com/regional-synthesis-workgroup


Upcoming Meetings

• Offshore WINDPOWER – Boston, Oct. 3-4th

• Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council

meeting (OSW Update 10/4)

• Pathways for a Sustainable Co-existence of 
Offshore Energy, Fisheries and Marine 
Conservation: From Local Empirical Evidence 
to Global Perspectives – Symposium at 9th

World Fisheries Congress, Seattle, March 
3rd-9th, 2024
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